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 A 000 Initial Comments  A 000

On June 2, 2022, an unannounced licensure 

survey and complaint investigation was 

conducted for this 24 bed Specialty Care Assisted 

Living Facility (SCALF) with a census of 21.

There was one (1) complaint investigated during 

this survey. Intake ID: 20210714007 was 

unsubstantiated. There were no deficiencies cited 

as a result of the complaint investigation. 

Deficiencies were cited during this survey for 

failure to operate in accordance with the Rules of 

the Alabama State Board of Health (SBOH), 

Alabama Department of Public Health (ADPH), 

Chapter 420-5-20, Alabama Administrative Code, 

Specialty Care Assisted Living Facilities. The 

deficient practices resulted in the potential for 

harm to all residents and requires a plan of 

correction.

 

 A 403 420-5-20-.04 (4) Personnel.

(4) Personnel Records.  A specialty care 

assisted living facility shall maintain a personnel 

record for each employee.  This record shall 

contain:

(a) An application for employment which 

contains information regarding the employee's 

education, training, and experience.

(b) Verification of current certification or 

licensure, if applicable.

(c) Record of required physical 

examinations and vaccinations.

(d) Verification the facility has not hired 

an individual whose name is on the Alabama 

 A 403
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 A 403Continued From page 1 A 403

Department of Public Health Nurse Aide Abuse 

Registry.

(e) Date of hire.

(f) Date of initial resident contact.

(g) Date employment ceased.

This Rule  is not met as evidenced by:

Based on record reviews and interviews, the 

facility failed to maintain complete personnel 

records.

Findings:

On June 1, 2022, the surveyor reviewed the 

employee files with Employee Identifier (EI#2), 

Director of Memory Care. The date of initial 

resident contact was not documented for EI#4, 

Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) and EI#7, 

Caregiver. EI#2 told the surveyor she (EI#2) 

would inform the Business Office Manager, EI#8, 

to include this date in all employee files.

 

 A 406 420-5-20-.04 (9) Personnel.

(9) Training. 

(a) All staff who have contact with 

residents, including the administrator, shall have 

initial training prior to resident contact and 

refresher training annually and as necessary.  An 

RN shall identify staff training needs and shall 

provide or arrange for needed training. In addition 

to any information otherwise required by the 

facility's policies and procedures, the facility shall 

 A 406
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 A 406Continued From page 2 A 406

ensure that, prior to resident contact, all staff 

members receive training on the subject matter 

listed below:

1. State law and rules on specialty care 

assisted living facilities.

2. Facility policies and procedures.

3. Resident rights.

4. Current certification from the 

American Heart Association or the American Red 

Cross in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) 

within 90 days of hire. 

5. Identifying and reporting abuse, 

neglect, 

and exploitation.

6. Basic first aid.

7. Advance directives.

8. Protecting resident confidentiality.

9. Resident fire and environmental 

safety.

(b) Prior to providing any resident care, 

all staff shall complete The Dementia Education 

and Training Act (DETA) Care Series Training 

developed by the Alabama Department of Mental 

Health or equivalent training approved by the 

State Health Officer. All licensed staff shall 

complete DETA Brain Series Training, The 

Pharmacological Management of Dementia, and 

the Dementia Assessment Series provided by the 

DETA Program or equivalent training approved by 

Health Care Facilities

If continuation sheet  3 of 196899STATE FORM G1TI11



A. BUILDING: ______________________

(X1)  PROVIDER/SUPPLIER/CLIA

        IDENTIFICATION NUMBER:

STATEMENT OF DEFICIENCIES 

AND PLAN OF CORRECTION

(X3) DATE SURVEY

       COMPLETED

PRINTED: 06/08/2022 
FORM APPROVED

(X2) MULTIPLE CONSTRUCTION

B. WING _____________________________

Alabama Department of Public Health

P3725 06/02/2022

NAME OF PROVIDER OR SUPPLIER

TRUEWOOD BY MERRILL, RIVERCHASE SCALF

STREET ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE

1851 DATA DRIVE

HOOVER, AL  35244

PROVIDER'S PLAN OF CORRECTION

(EACH CORRECTIVE ACTION SHOULD BE 

CROSS-REFERENCED TO THE APPROPRIATE 

DEFICIENCY)

(X5)

COMPLETE

DATE

ID

PREFIX

TAG

(X4) ID

PREFIX

TAG

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF DEFICIENCIES

(EACH DEFICIENCY MUST BE PRECEDED BY FULL 

REGULATORY OR LSC IDENTIFYING INFORMATION)

 A 406Continued From page 3 A 406

the State Health Officer prior to resident contact. 

Documentation of all staff training to include 

attendance records and any required post-test or 

evaluations shall be maintained. 

(c) All staff who have resident contact 

shall be able to demonstrate diversional methods 

and redirection.  All staff shall be able to 

demonstrate an understanding of the implications 

of caring for residents with agnosia, amnesia, 

aphasia, and apraxia.  All staff shall be able to 

demonstrate an understanding of the facility's fire 

and evacuation plan and all other policies 

regarding safety, including policies for preventing 

elopements, responding to elopements, and fall 

prevention.

(d) Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation. A 

specialty care assisted living facility shall be 

staffed at all times by at least one individual who 

has a current certification from the American 

Heart Association or the American Red Cross in 

CPR.  All employees of a specialty care assisted 

living facility who have contact with residents 

must be certified in CPR from the American Heart 

Association or the American Red Cross. New 

employees must obtain certification in CPR within 

90 days of hire.  A specialty care assisted living 

facility equipped with an automated external 

defibrillator (AED) shall be staffed at all times by 

at least one individual who has a current 

certification from the American Heart Association 

or the American Red Cross in AED utilization.  

Substitute training approved by the Department 

for use by emergency medical services personnel 

(EMSP) may be utilized in lieu of those courses 

or certifications offered by the American Heart 

Association or the American Red Cross in CPR or 

AED utilization.
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 A 406Continued From page 4 A 406

(e) If the facility admits or retains 

residents with special needs such as diabetes, 

hospice, or oxygen therapy, the facility shall 

provide staff with the appropriate training.

(f) Continuing Education.  All staff must 

receive annual continuing education sufficient to 

remain knowledgeable of the training specified 

above.

This Rule  is not met as evidenced by:

Based on record reviews and interviews, the 

facility failed to ensure all employees had 

cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) training 

within 90 days of hire.

Findings:

The surveyor reviewed the employee files on  

June 1, 2022. EI#7, Caregiver, was hired on 

October 26, 2021, but did not have CPR 

certification on file. EI#2 told the surveyor she 

(EI#2) was a Basic Life Support (BLS) instructor 

and would provide EI#7 with the required CPR 

training.

 

 A 508 420-5-20-.05 (3) (h) Records and Reports.

(h) Incident Investigation. When an 

incident, as defined below, occurs in a specialty 

care assisted living facility, the facility 

administrator shall be immediately notified, the 

facility shall conduct a thorough investigation, and 

appropriate corrective actions and interventions 

shall be devised and implemented immediately. A 

 A 508
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 A 508Continued From page 5 A 508

detailed and accurate report shall be completed 

within 72 hours of the incident. The report shall 

be given immediately upon completion to the 

administrator for review. 

1. Incidents which require investigation 

are:

(i) An accident or injury of known or 

unknown origin that was unusual or suspicious in 

nature such as extensive bruising, pain, or injury 

that is not consistent with actions necessary in 

providing day-to-day care to a resident or for 

which medical treatment was sought.

(ii) A fracture or an injury resulting in 

medical attention. For the purposes of these 

rules, medical attention shall be defined as care 

that rises above the level of first aid including but 

not limited to a physician ordered portable X-ray, 

a visit to an emergency department, urgent care 

facility, clinic or physician office.

(iii) The onset of wandering behavior by 

any resident who is not fully cognitively intact.

(iv) Elopement by a resident.

(v) Suspected, alleged, confessed, 

witnessed, or actual abuse of a resident or 

residents by staff, visitors, or other residents. This 

includes all types of abuse including mental 

abuse, physical abuse, sexual abuse, and verbal 

abuse as defined in these rules.

 

(vi) Suspected, alleged, confessed, 

witnessed, or actual neglect of a resident or 

residents as defined in these rules.

Health Care Facilities

If continuation sheet  6 of 196899STATE FORM G1TI11



A. BUILDING: ______________________

(X1)  PROVIDER/SUPPLIER/CLIA

        IDENTIFICATION NUMBER:

STATEMENT OF DEFICIENCIES 

AND PLAN OF CORRECTION

(X3) DATE SURVEY

       COMPLETED

PRINTED: 06/08/2022 
FORM APPROVED

(X2) MULTIPLE CONSTRUCTION

B. WING _____________________________

Alabama Department of Public Health

P3725 06/02/2022

NAME OF PROVIDER OR SUPPLIER

TRUEWOOD BY MERRILL, RIVERCHASE SCALF

STREET ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE

1851 DATA DRIVE

HOOVER, AL  35244

PROVIDER'S PLAN OF CORRECTION

(EACH CORRECTIVE ACTION SHOULD BE 

CROSS-REFERENCED TO THE APPROPRIATE 

DEFICIENCY)

(X5)

COMPLETE

DATE

ID

PREFIX

TAG

(X4) ID

PREFIX

TAG

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF DEFICIENCIES

(EACH DEFICIENCY MUST BE PRECEDED BY FULL 

REGULATORY OR LSC IDENTIFYING INFORMATION)

 A 508Continued From page 6 A 508

(vii) Suspected, alleged, confessed, 

witnessed, or actual exploitation of a resident or 

residents as defined in these rules.

(viii) An outbreak (for purposes of 

these rules, an outbreak is considered to be two 

or more affected people within 72 hours or less) 

of a contagious disease or condition including 

those listed in Appendix I to Alabama 

Administrative Code Sec. 420-4-1-.04 (for 

example food-borne illness, scabies, influenza, or 

Staphylococcus aureus).

(ix) A fire, earthquake, storm, other act of 

God, or other occurrence (for example, a natural 

gas leak or a bomb threat) that causes physical 

damage to the building in which the facility is 

located, or that results in the evacuation or partial 

evacuation of the facility.

(x) Intentional self-inflicted injury, 

suicide, or suicide attempt by a resident.

(xi) An unplanned occurrence that results 

in media attention.

(xii) A medication error, overdose, or over 

sedation.

(xiii) Ingestion by a resident of a toxic 

substance that requires medical attention.

(xiv) Any indication of malfunction of 

the sprinkler system, or fire alarm system.

2. In addition to other items required by 

the facility's policies and procedures, the incident 

investigation shall contain the following: 

Health Care Facilities
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 A 508Continued From page 7 A 508

(i) Names of all residents involved.

(ii) Names of all staff involved including 

person in charge at the time of the incident.

(iii) When the administrator was notified 

(date and time).

(iv) Circumstances under which the 

incident occurred.

(v) When the incident occurred (date 

and time).

(vi) Where the incident occurred (for 

example, bathroom, bedroom, street, or lawn).

(vii) Immediate actions taken.

(viii) The extent and description of 

injury, if any, to the affected resident or residents.

(ix) Immediate treatment rendered.

(x) Symptoms, pain, or injury discussed 

with the physician, and the date and time the 

physician was notified.

(xi) Names, telephone numbers, and 

addresses of witnesses.

(xii) Date and time relatives or sponsor 

were notified.

(xiii) Out-of-facility treatment.

(xiv) Follow-up care.

(xv) Outcome resolution.

Health Care Facilities
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(xvi) The action taken by the facility to 

prevent the occurrence of similar incidents in the 

future.

(xvii) The investigative file includes the 

incident report itself, the incident investigation 

and all records, documents, statements, images, 

and information created or reviewed in 

connection with the investigation.

(xviii) The entire investigative file shall 

be made available for inspection and copying by 

representatives of the Department upon request.

(xix) The entire investigative file and 

documentation of all corrective action taken shall 

be retained for a period of not less than 3 years 

after the resident is discharged or dies.

(xx) Interventions devised as a result of 

the investigation shall be included in a resident 

record that is available to the personal care staff .

3. In addition, the following incidents 

shall be reported to the Department's Online 

Incident Reporting System within 24 hours of the 

incident:

(i) A fracture or an injury resulting in 

death, EMS activation, or the need for medical 

attention.

(ii) Elopement by a resident. 

(iii) Suspected, alleged, confessed, 

witnessed, or actual abuse, neglect, or 

exploitation of a resident or residents. This 

includes all types of abuse including mental 

Health Care Facilities
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abuse, physical abuse, sexual abuse, and verbal 

abuse as defined in these rules. The victim's 

sponsor or responsible family member shall be 

notified within 24 hours. All incidents of suspected 

abuse, neglect, or exploitation shall be reported 

immediately to the Department of Human 

Resources or to appropriate law enforcement 

authorities as required by law. These documents 

shall be retained with the facility investigative file.

(iv) A fire, earthquake, storm, other act of 

God, or other occurrence (for example, a natural 

gas leak or a bomb threat) that causes physical 

damage to the building in which the facility is 

located, or that results in the evacuation or partial 

evacuation of the facility.

(v) Intentional self-inflicted injury, 

suicide, or suicide attempt by a resident.

(vi) An unplanned occurrence that results 

in media attention.

(vii) Any medication error, overdose, or 

over sedation. The incident shall be immediately 

reported to the attending physician, facility 

medical director, or back-up physician. 

(viii) Ingestion by a resident of a toxic 

substance that requires medical attention.

(ix) Notifiable diseases and health 

conditions listed in Appendix I to Alabama 

Administrative Code Sec. 420-4-1-.04. shall also 

be reported by the facility to the State Health 

Officer or the County Health Officer within the 

time frames specified in 420-4-1-.04. The facility 

shall maintain documentation of any reports of 

notifiable diseases or health conditions. This 

Health Care Facilities
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documentation shall be retained for a period of 

not less than three years.

(x) Any indication of a malfunction of the 

sprinkler system, fire alarm system, or a door 

locking device.

4. The report to the Department's 

Online Incident Reporting System shall include 

the following: 

(i) Facility name and direct phone 

number.

(ii) Time and date of the report.

(iii) Reporter's name.

(iv) Name of resident(s), staff, or 

visitor(s) involved in the incident.

(v) Names of staff on duty at the time of 

the incident.

(vi) Date and time of the incident.

(vii) A brief description of the incident.

(viii) Any injury or injuries to 

resident(s).

(ix) Action taken by the facility in 

response to the incident.

(i) Vital Statistics Reports. A record shall 

be kept of all births, deaths, and stillbirths that 

occur within the specialty care assisted living 

facility. By the fifth day of each month, the 

administrator shall make a report of such births, 

Health Care Facilities
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deaths, and stillbirths for the preceding month on 

such forms as the State Board of Health shall 

provide to the county health officer, or in counties 

without a county health officer, to the State 

Registrar. This report shall be in addition to the 

official birth, death, and stillbirth certificates. If 

there are no births, deaths, or stillbirths in any 

month, a report shall be made stating that fact to 

the county health officer.

This Rule  is not met as evidenced by:

Based on record reviews and interviews, the 

facility failed to report an outbreak of a contagious 

disease to the Department's Online Incident 

Reporting System (OIRS) within 24 hours of the 

diagnosis (Code 420-4-1-.04).

Findings:

A review of the OIRS on May 31, 2022 by the 

surveyor revealed no positive cases of COVID-19 

had been reported by the facility. However, while 

on site, the surveyor learned there had been an 

outbreak of COVID at the facility during 2020. 

The surveyor discussed this with EI#1, 

Administrator, and EI#2, Director of Memory 

Care. EI#2 explained there were eleven (11) 

positive cases that had been reported to the 

COVID-19 National Healthcare Safety Network 

(NHSN) for October 2020 (2 cases), November 

2020 (3 cases), and December 2020 (6 cases). 

However, the facility did not report the outbreak to 

the ALF OIRS within 24 hours of the positive test 

results. The surveyor reviewed the disease 

reporting requirements with EI#1 and EI#2 and 

they both verbalized understanding and agreed to 
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comply.

 A 602 420-5-20-.06 (2) (a) (b) (c) Care of Residents.

(2) Medical Examination Record.

(a) Initial Physical Examination. Not 

more than 30 days prior to admission of any 

resident to a specialty care assisted living facility, 

the resident or prospective resident shall be 

examined by a physician. For purposes of the 

initial physical examination, a physician currently 

licensed and in good standing with the Medical 

Licensure Commission of any state may 

complete this physical assessment. The 

physician shall report his or her findings in writing 

to the facility.  This examination is not required for 

a resident of a facility dually licensed as an 

assisted living facility and as a specialty care 

assisted living facility in those cases when the 

resident is transferred from the assisted living unit 

to the specialty care assisted living unit in the 

same facility.  In addition to any information 

otherwise required by the facility's policies and 

procedures and in addition to any other 

information the physician recommends or 

believes is pertinent, the initial physical 

examination record shall contain the following:

1. All of the physician's diagnoses and 

the resident's baseline weight and vital signs.

2. Medication presently prescribed 

(name, dosage, and strength of drug, frequency, 

and route of administration).

3. A statement by the physician that the 

resident is free of signs and symptoms of 

infectious skin lesions and diseases that are 

 A 602
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capable of transmission to other residents 

through normal resident-to-resident contact.

4. Documentation of evaluation for 

tuberculosis within the previous 12 months.

(b) Annual Physical Examination. In 

addition to the admission physical examination, 

each resident shall be examined annually by a 

physician, and findings from the annual physical 

examination shall be documented with a copy 

placed in the resident's medical examination 

record. In addition to any other items specified in 

the facility's policies and procedures, and in 

addition to any information deemed necessary, 

pertinent or recommended by the resident's 

attending physician, the annual physical 

examination shall contain the following:

1. The resident's weight and vital signs.

2. Changes in diagnoses.

3. Changes in condition.

4. Changes in medications prescribed 

(name, dosage, and strength of drug, frequency, 

and route of administration).

5. Changes in treatment.

(c) Change of Condition Physical 

Examinations. Changes in the resident's 

condition that require a physician examination 

and result in a change in diagnoses, condition, 

medications, or treatments shall be reported to 

the facility and documented in the resident's 

medical examination record. In addition to any 

other items specified in the facility's policies and 
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procedures, and in addition to any information 

deemed necessary, pertinent, or recommended 

by the resident's treating physician, this physical 

examination shall contain a listing of the 

following:

1. Changes in diagnoses.

2. Changes in condition.

3. Changes in medications prescribed 

(name, dosage and strength of drug, frequency, 

and route of administration).

4. Changes in treatment.

This Rule  is not met as evidenced by:

Based on record reviews and interviews, the 

facility failed to obtain a statement from the 

physician a resident was free of signs/symptoms 

of infectious skin lesions and diseases that are 

capable of transmission to other residents.

Findings:

Resident Identifier (RI)#3 was a recent admission 

to the facility on May 24, 2022, with diagnoses 

which included dementia and anemia. RI#3's 

Initial Medical Health Statement was completed 

on May 23, 2022. However, there was no 

statement from the physician regarding infectious 

skin lesions or diseases. On June 2, 2022, EI#2 

reviewed the Medical Health Statement and noted 

the question, "Is this person free from contagious 

diseases?" had been omitted from the form 

(RC01-02a 10/05/21). EI#1 and EI#2 said they 

would use the previous Medical Health Statement 
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for new admissions that included the contagious 

disease question.

 A 612 420-5-20-.06 (4) (c) (d) (e) (f) Care of Residents.

(c) Activity Program.  There shall be an 

activity program designed to meet the individual 

needs of each resident. The facility shall maintain 

supplies and equipment as necessary to 

implement the activity programs. Every day the 

facility shall provide activities appropriate to 

residents with dementia.  Residents who have 

wandering behaviors shall have a documented 

activity program to manage this behavior.

(d) Pets residing at the facility or used in 

activity programs shall be in good health and 

shall have current vaccinations as required by 

law.  Vaccination certificates, or copies of 

vaccination certificates, shall be kept on file at the 

facility to demonstrate compliance with this 

requirement.

(e) Mail, Telegrams, and Other 

Communications.

1. Incoming mail, telegrams, and other 

written communications addressed to the resident 

shall be delivered to the resident unopened. 

Outgoing mail shall be promptly delivered to 

regular postal channels upon receipt from the 

resident. Residents shall be permitted to receive 

telephone calls at the facility in complete privacy.

2. Personnel of the facility shall assist 

residents with communications, such as writing 

letters or assisting with writing letters, or reading 

mail out loud if requested to do so.

 A 612
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(f) Appointments. Residents shall be 

assisted in making and keeping appointments.

This Rule  is not met as evidenced by:

Based on observations, interviews and record 

reviews the facility failed to design an activity 

program to meet the individual needs of each 

resident. In addition, a resident with wandering 

behaviors did not have a documented activity 

program to mange this behavior.

Findings:

The surveyor noted a lack of activities provided 

for the residents during the survey. The surveyor 

discussed this with EI#1, Administrator, and EI#2, 

Director of Memory Care. EI#1 and EI#2 

acknowledged the activities provided were not 

adequate to meet the needs of the dementia 

residents. EI#2 told the surveyor the activities 

coordinator left about two (2) months ago and the 

caregivers were trying to pitch in and help. EI#1 

told the surveyor the facility was trying to hire a 

new activity coordinator but no one had applied. 

EI#1 and EI#2 told the surveyor they would make 

a plan to improve the activities for the residents.  

RI#3 was a new admission to the facility on May 

24, 2022. RI#3 had a documented history of 

wandering the hallways and going into other 

resident's rooms. RI#3 did not have an activity 

program documented to manage his/her 

wandering behavior. EI#2 told the surveyor she 

(EI#2) would ensure the proper activities would 
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be designed to address RI#3's behaviors.

 A 617 420-5-20-.06 (6) Care of Residents.

(6) Disposal of Medications.

(a) Controlled substances and legend 

drugs dispensed to residents, that are expired or 

unused because the medication is discontinued 

or because the resident dies, shall be destroyed 

within 30 days. Unused legend drugs that are not 

expired may be donated to a charitable clinic 

pursuant to Alabama Administrative Code 

Chapter 420-11-11, et. seq. Under no 

circumstances shall expired, discontinued, or 

unused medications be stored or housed in the 

facility beyond 30 days.

(b) Medications of residents who are 

discharged or transferred to another facility shall 

be returned to the residents. The responsible 

party will sign a statement that these medications 

have been received.  The statement shall list the 

pharmacy, prescription number, date, resident's 

name, and strength of the medication and the 

amount.  This statement shall be maintained in a 

file for at least three years.  

(c) When medications are destroyed on 

the premises of the specialty care assisted living 

facility, a record shall be made and retained for at 

least three years.  This record shall include: the 

name of the specialty care assisted living facility, 

the method of disposal, the pharmacy, the 

prescription number, the name of the resident, 

the name, strength, and dosage of the 

medication, and the amount and the reason for 

the disposal.  This record shall be signed and 

dated by the individual performing the destruction 

 A 617
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and by at least one witness.

This Rule  is not met as evidenced by:

Based on record reviews and interviews, the 

facility failed to obtain a witness signature when 

medications were destroyed on site by an 

employee.

Findings:

RI#6 was discharged from the facility on February 

18, 2022 to a skilled nursing facility. The unused 

medications for RI#6 were destroyed on February 

18, 2022 (legend drugs) and on February 20, 

2022 (controlled substance). The medication 

destruction records were not signed by at least 

one witness. On June 1, 2022, EI#2 

acknowledged she (EI#2) understood the rule, 

however, the missing witness signature was an 

oversight on her (EI#2) part.

DEBRA FREEMAN, REGISTERED NURSE

 

Health Care Facilities

If continuation sheet  19 of 196899STATE FORM G1TI11


