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Initial Comments

On January 28, 2026, an unannounced licensure
survey was conducted for this 16 bed Assisted
Living Facility (ALF) with a census of 12.

There were two complaints investigated during
this survey. LC#20231213003 and
LC#20211209005 were investigated and no
deficiencies were cited as a result of the
complaint investigations.

Deficiencies were cited during this survey for
failure to operate in accordance with the Rules of
the Alabama State Board of Health (SBOH),
Alabama Department of Public Health (ADPH),
Chapter 420-5-4, Alabama Administrative Code,
for Assisted Living Facilities. The deficiencies
cited pose a potential risk of harm to the
residents and require a plan of correction.

420-5-4-.10 (2) Sanitation and Housekeeping.

(2) Housekeeping and Physical Plant
Maintenance. The facility must provide a safe,
functional, sanitary, decent, and comfortable
environment for residents, staff, and the public.

(a) Equipment and Supplies. The home
shall maintain an adequate quantity of
housekeeping and maintenance equipment and
supplies.

(b) Bathtubs and Lavatories. Bathtubs
and lavatories shall be kept clean and in proper
working order, and shall not be used for
laundering.

(c) Resident Bedrooms. Resident
bedrooms shall be cleaned and dusted as often
as necessary to maintain a clean, attractive
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appearance.
(d) General Storage.
1. Broken beds, extra mattresses, mop

buckets, and dust rags shall not be kept in
hallways, closets, corners, or occupied resident
rooms. Such items must be stored neatly and
orderly in designated storage rooms.

2. The use of attics for storage of
combustible materials shall be prohibited unless
protected by an automatic sprinkler system and
then only in small quantities so as not to create a
hazardous condition.

3. Basements used for storage shall
meet acceptable standards for storage and shall
be designed and constructed in a manner that
protects against fire hazards.

4. Flammable materials such as
gasoline, motor fuels, lighter fluid, turpentine,
acetone, and oil-based paint shall not be stored in
the facility. Unless prohibited by a facility's own
policies, however, a cognitively intact resident
who uses lighter fluid to fill a personal cigarette
lighter, or one who uses flammable materials
such as paint or glue in connection with a
personal hobby, may store small quantities of
those materials in a safe and secure manner
within his or her own room.

5. Poisonous or External Use
Substances. Facility cleaning supplies and
poisons shall be attended at all times or shall be
kept in a secure area.
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Continued From page 2

This Rule is not met as evidenced by:

Based on observations and interviews, the facility
failed to maintain the physical plant in a safe
manner for residents, staff and the public.

Findings:

On the afternoon of January 27, 2026, the
surveyor toured the facility with Employee
Identifier (EI)#5, Cook. A closet by Resident
Room 4 was observed and contained a water
heater tank. Multiple items were stored on top of
the water heater and beside the water heater
including cardboard boxes, plastic packages of
diapers and a plastic basin. These items were in
direct contact with the water heater, causing a
potential fire hazard. EI#5 agreed the items were
stored improperly. During interviews on January
28, 2026, both EI#1, Administrator, and EI#2,
Owner, agreed the items were stored improperly.
El#1 added that the items had been removed.

420-5-4-.11 (1) Fire and Safety
(1) General.

(a) Fire Safety and Emergency Plan. All
assisted living facilities shall maintain a current
written fire safety, relocation, and evacuation
plan. In facilities which do not have multiple
smoke compartments, an evacuation floor plan
shall be appropriately posted in a conspicuous
place.

(b) Fire Drills. Fire drills shall be
conducted at least once per month in all facilities
at varying times and days and quarterly on each
shift of Group and Congregate facilities. All fire
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drills shall be initiated by the fire alarm system.
The drills may be announced in advance to the
residents. The drills shall involve the actual
evacuation of residents to assembly areas in
adjacent smoke compartments or to the exterior
as specified in the emergency plan to provide
staff and residents with experience in exiting
through all exits required by the currently adopted
Life Safety Code. Written observations of the
effectiveness of the fire drill plan shall be
assessed monthly, filed, and kept for at least
three years.

(c) Fire Drills During Resident Sleeping
Hours. When drills are conducted between 9 PM
and 6 AM, a coded announcement shall be
permitted to be used instead of the normal
audible fire alarm signals. These drills may be
conducted without disturbing sleeping residents,
by using simulated residents or empty
wheelchairs.

(d) Roller latches are prohibited on doors
separating corridors from adjacent spaces.

(e) If alcohol-based hand rub dispensers
are used in the facility, the dispensers must be
installed in a manner that:

1. Minimizes leaks and spills.

2. Adequately protects against
inappropriate access.

3. Complies with the requirements of
the currently adopted Life Safety Code.

(f) Fire Alarm and Sprinkler System.
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1. Fire Alarm System. Where fire alarm
systems are required, a corridor smoke detection
system shall be installed on each floor, including
areas open to the exit access corridor, to comply
with NFPA 72, connected to the facility's fire
alarm system. In lieu of corridor smoke detection,
smoke detectors connected to the building fire
alarm system may be installed in each resident's
room, open areas, and at smoke doors (except
that corridor smoke detection shall not be deleted
when its use is dictated by other requirements).

2. Fire alarm and sprinkler system
outages of more than 4 hours require evacuation
of the facility or the establishment of a continuous
fire watch. The fire watch procedure must be
coordinated with the Department and the local
Fire Marshal. Outages and fire watch
documentation shall be reported to the
Department within 12 hours or no later than the
next duty day, and shall be corrected
expeditiously.

3. The fire alarm system and the
sprinkler system shall be inspected by licensed,
trained, and qualified personnel at least
semiannually for compliance with the respective
codes. Inspection and testing reports shall be
maintained in the facility for a period of at least 3
years.

This Rule is not met as evidenced by:
Based on record reviews and interviews, the
facility failed to conduct fire drills as required.

Findings:
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On the morning of January 28, 2026, the surveyor
reviewed facility fire drill reports provided by EI#1,
Administrator. No fire drills were documented for
the months of November 2025 and December
2025. In addition, fire drills were not documented
quarterly for the fourth quarter of 2025. EI#1
agreed that the fire drills had not been conducted
as required. A fire drill was performed during the
onsite survey on January 28, 2026.

CONNIE CHERRY, REGISTERED NURSE
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